Update on pathogenesis and diagnosis of intravascular catheter-related infections.
Infections associated with the use of intravascular catheters cause a substantial morbidity and mortality. New knowledge in the pathogenesis of catheter related bloodstream infections has led to advances in the prevention and management of these infections. The purpose of the present chapter is to review the most relevant data published recently on pathogenesis and diagnosis of intravascular catheter-related infections. It is focus in four different aspects: a) pathogenesis of catheter-related infections and particularly factors affecting biofilm formation and modulation; b) pathogenesis of intravascular catheter-related infections caused by Staphylococcus lugdunensis; c) news on microbiological diagnosis of catheter-related bacteremia; and d) evaluation of current use of blood cultures in the era of continuous monitoring blood cultures systems.